
Annual abatement of hazardous vegetation is a critical component of the overall fire prevention 
infrastructure throughout most of Los Angeles County. The actions, which are requested of your 
Board in this Board Letter, are part of the legal process that is required to carry out this critical public 
safety function. The abatement of hazardous vegetation is completed by a joint effort of the 
Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and Measures (ACWM) and the Consolidated Fire 
Protection District of Los Angeles County (District).

SUBJECT

March 24, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

2015 BRUSH CLEARANCE/WEED ABATEMENT REFEREES’ HEARING REPORT
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND AS THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS:

1. Accept the Referee Hearing Report.

2. Order ACWM and the District to enforce the removal of hazardous brush, dry grass, weeds,
rubbish, illegal dumping, combustible growth or flammable vegetation, to include native and 
ornamental vegetation, from improved and unimproved properties in Los Angeles County as listed on 
the Resolution of the Board of Supervisors approved on January 13, 2015. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Various properties, which are both improved and unimproved (vacant), were declared by prior Board 
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resolution to contain or have the potential to contain public nuisances due to hazardous vegetation 
or rubbish. By accepting the Referee Hearing Report and holding this hearing, ACWM and the 
District will be able to take the actions necessary to cause the public nuisances to be abated if not 
done so by the owners of the properties upon which the unsafe conditions exist. ACWM will continue 
to focus primarily on the unimproved (vacant) properties and the District will continue to work 
towards achieving fire safety on the improved properties.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
This action supports the following County Strategic Plan goals:

• Goal 1: Operational Effectiveness – Conducting nuisance abatement pursuant to the statutory 
authority of the California Health and Safety Code allows ACWM and the District to respond to 
hazards posed by weeds, brush, and rubbish more quickly and effectively than when using other 
nuisance abatement procedures.  It also allows complete cost recovery for ACWM’s role in this 
critical public safety function, and the District to recover costs for its enforcement efforts.

• Goal 2: Community Support and Responsiveness – This action strengthens ACWM’s ability to 
respond to illegal dumping, which is a serious problem for the environment and many Los Angeles 
County communities.

• Goal 3: Integrated Services Delivery – Timely removal of hazardous weeds and brush helps to 
protect the life and property of many residents living in the areas covered by the ACWM/District 
Weed and Brush Abatement Program. Equally important, the program allows for defensible space 
between homes and potential brush fire, thus providing for a margin of safety for firefighters 
attempting to defend the homes.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no net County cost.

ACWM will recover its expenses for abatement costs, including clerical functions such as mailings, 
boundary determination, data entry, etc., through direct assessments on the property taxes of 
individual properties.  

The District will assess fines directly to private property owners of declared improved properties if 
they fail to comply with two official notices to abate hazards that constitute a public nuisance.  Costs 
for abatement enforcement services beyond the annual inspection program are recovered by direct 
assessments to the tax roll. The County of Los Angeles Auditor-Controller has approved abatement 
enforcement costs of $648 per improved parcel.   

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Weed, brush and rubbish abatement is conducted pursuant to California Health and Safety Code 
(Code) Sections 13879 and 14875-14922. The initial step of the process was the adoption of a 
resolution by the Board on January 13, 2015, during which time weeds, brush and rubbish on 
designated properties were declared to be a public nuisance. Following the resolution, a legal notice 
was mailed to each property owner in the form prescribed by Section 14892 of the Code.   

After the notices had been mailed, public hearings were held before the Weed Abatement and Brush 
Clearance Referees in Arcadia and the Antelope Valley on February 18, 2015 and February 19, 
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2015, respectively. Twenty-five (25) property owners attended the public hearings where they were 
given individual consultation regarding program-related issues such as:

•     Why their properties have been included in the program
•     When their properties need to be cleared
•     What needs to be done on the property to remove the hazard or public nuisance
•     The inspection fee
•     Clearance costs

Property owners who have objections to having their properties included in the program may appear 
before the Board during this hearing, as required by Section 14898 of the Code, after which the 
Board may allow or overrule any or all objections and order ACWM and the District to continue with 
abatement proceedings.

ACWM and the District will keep an account of the cost of abatement, including enforcement and 
inspection fees, and will render a report containing all itemized costs of abatement charges (Report) 
to the Board showing the cost of abatement on each separate parcel of land. Pursuant to Section 
14910 of the Code, the Board shall receive and consider the Report at a hearing on July 28, 2015, 
during which time the Board will hear any objections from property owners liable to be assessed for 
the cost of the abatement that was required. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There will be no impact on current services.

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights 
and Measures

DARYL L. OSBY

FIRE CHIEF, FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller

Respectfully submitted,
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Dear Property Owner: 

COUNTY OF W S ANGELES 
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Annual Weed Abatement Notice 

5I 
Richard K. lizuks 

Chief Deputy 

You are the recorded owner of a parcel of land, identified as Assessor's Identification 
Number (AIN): 

ASSESSOR'S IDENTTACATION NUMBER ZONE 

MAPBOOK PAGE PARCEL 

The following is a legal notice regarding hazardous conditions that are or could be on the 
parcel. The other side of this letter contains a much more detailed explanation of your 
responsibility as a property owner and how to get more information. 

NOTICE TO DESTROY WEEDS, REMOVE BRUSH, RUBBISH AND REFUSE 

NOTlCE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ON JANUARY 13, 2015, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

passed or will pass a resolution declaring noxious or dangerous vegetation* or rubbish and refuse were 
growing or occurring upon or in front of property on certain streets in said city or unincorporated area of 
the County of Los Angeles, more particularly described in the resolution, and that they constitute a public 
nuisance which must be abated by the removal of said noxious or dangerous vegetation, rubbish and 
refuse. The resolution further declares that, if not abated, the vegetation and/or rubbish and refuse may 
be removed and the nuisance abated by County authorities in which case the cost of removal shall be 
assessed upon the lots or land from or in front of which the noxious or dangerous vegetation, rubbish 
and refuse are removed. Such cost will constitute a special assessment against such lots or lands. 
Reference is hereby made to said resolution for further particulars. In addition, the Board of Supervisors 
of the County of Los Angeles authorized and directed the Agricultural Commissioner to recover its costs 
of details. All property owners having any objections to the proposed removal of noxious or dangerous 
vegetation, rubbish and refuse and the recovery of inspection costs, are hereby notified that they may 
attend a hearing at the following location(s) : 

WEED ABATEMENT REFEREE HEARINGS 

(1)~ 
Wednesday, February 18, 2015, from 9:30AM until noon at 12300 Lower Azuaa Road, Arcadia, 
CA91006or 

(2) Antelope Valley 
Thursday, February 19, 2015, from 9:30AM until noon at the Loa Angeles County 
Administrative Bldg. 335 Eaat Ave. K-10, Lancaater, CA 93535 

A property owner may attend a public hearing before the Board of Supervisors on March 24, 2015, 
at 9:30am. 

You are not required to go to the public hearing(•). See reverse of this notice for more information 
regarding the public hearings. 

* /net/ding weeds, brush, tumbleweeds, sagebrush or vegetation that is not pruned or is otherwise neglected so as to 
attain such large growth as to become, when dry, a fire menaoe to adjacent improved property. 

This Notice Dated: February 2, 2015 Kurt E. Floren, Agricultural Commissioner 

Protecting Conaumera and the Environment Slnca 1881 
To Enrich Llvaa Through Effective and Caring Service 



THE DEPARTMENT 

We are the Los Angeles County, Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and Measures. One of our 
missions is to help protect the lives and property of Los Angeles County residents through a Hazard Abatement 
Program (Program) conducted pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code sections 13879 and 
14875-14922* 

ABOUT THIS NOTICE 

You received this notice because you were identified as the owner of the parcel referenced by the AIN number on 
the front of this document Your name and address were obtained as they appeared on the last equalized tax 
assessment roll. 

Your parcel (property) was included in the Program for one of the following reasons: 

I Weeds, brush or neglected vegetation are, or could grow to be, close enough to a house or other 
structure to pose a fire hazard to the house. 

I Weeds or brush are close enough to a road to jeopardize use of the road in the event of a fire. 

I Accumulated piles of rubbish, refuse, trash, litter or other flammable material, etc., is or may be on the 
property creating a health or fire hazard, or some other public nuisance condition, 

I (Antelope Valley only) Large amounts of tumbleweeds are, or may be, on the property which can 
blow off and spread, cause traffic accidents on the highway, damage agricultural crops or build up 
along fences, homes, etc.** 

WHAT ARE YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 
For your property 

You are expected to maintain your property hazard free. Depending on the area, dry weeds, brush, 
or neglected vegetation within 100 feet up to 200 f"t from a home or other structure, or 10 feet of a 
road, are considered a hazard. Please contact us if you are not sure how much you are expected to 
clear or if you have any questions. If your vacant parcel is not within 1 00 feet of a home or other 
structure, it has been included in the Program because of the potential for tumbleweeds** (Antelope 
Valley only) or accumulations of trash. 

·The Hearings 
The front of this notice has dates, locations and times for public hearings. They are provided to give 
property owners the chance to discuss the Program and bring up any concerns directly with Program 
staff. 
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO GO TO THE PUBLIC HEARING(S), however the Weed Abatement 
Refer" Hearings may be good opportunities for you to: 

• Find out exactly where your vacant property is located 
• Learn why your property was included in the Program 

• Provide us with infonnation to help us detennine if your property should be removed from the 
Program. 

Change of Ownership 

If you are no longer the owner of the property identified in this notice, please notify the LA. County 
Assessor's Office, Ownership Services, at 1 (888) 807-2111 (Toll Free), (213) 974-3211 , or their 
website .bltR://assessor.lacounty,gQY immediately. If you sell or have sold the property, failure to 
disclose this legal notice to the new owner may make you liable for all hazard abatement charges 
assessed to the property. 

Native Trees 
In many areas of the County, certain native trees like oaks, walnuts and sycamores may be protected 
by County or City ordinances. Please contact our office prior to cutting or pruning any of these. 

HAZARD ABATEMENT (CLEARANCE) TIM ELINE 

IMPORTANT' Dol"' ! clear your property too arly, Your property may not need to be cleared at the 
time of receiving this notice. April 1 , 2015, is the earliest the County will begin clearance operations. 
It could be much later in your area. The process of County inspections and abatement can take up 
to several months, so if you are planning to maintain your own property, let us know by using the 
enclosed Response Card or online at lltlp./lacwm lacounty gov no later than March 15, 2015. You will 
then be sent a clearance deadline specific to your area. For more infonnation visit our website or call our office. 

Regrowth of vegetation due to late rainfall may result in the need for more than one clearance during the year. 

After April 1, 2015, the County will begin systematically inspecting parcels and, if hazardous weeds, brush or 

trash are present, the County will abate the hazard(s).** The cost of the abatement will be assessed to the 
parcel appearing as a separate item (LA CO HAZ ABATE) on the annual tax bill. 

INSPECTION FEE 

The Board of Supervisors has authorized an Inspection Fee of S4t n which will be assessed on all affected 
properties whether or not they are cleared by the property owners. 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
You may communicate with us using the enclosed Response Card, online at lltto tiacwm lacounty.gov or by 
telephone at (626) 575-5484. 

• In lhe following cities, tha Hazard Abalemant Program Is conducted pursuant to the California Government Code, sections 39560-39588: 
Arcadia. Commerce, Glendale, La Verne, Monlllrey Pari<, Palos Verdes Estales, Santa Fe Springs, and South Pasadena. 

-sPECIAL INFORMA TlON REGARDING TUMBLEWEEDS: Because of environmental factors. systematic inspections and abatement of current 
sea eon's growth of tumbleweeds on parcels In the Antelope Veley will not begin until October 1, 2015. 

Talaoommunication for the hearing Impaired Is available at (626) 575-5520. 
Para lnformacl6n en aopaiiol, lame aJ (626) 575-5462. 



Dear improved Property Owner: 

This is not a citation or summons. This is the first nobce of tnspectTon 
and a rem1nder that the County of Los Angeles Fire Department will be 
conducttng annual brush dearance inspections within the next few 
months, or fuel modification inspections throughout the year. 

The County Fire Code states that parcel owners are responSible 
throughout the year for the mamtenance of all brush, flammable 
vegetation (nabve Md/or orn.-nental), other combustible matenals 
situated on thetr property, and for compliance with any applicable fuel 
mod1hcat1on plan. 

General dearing requirements are listed on the reverse side of this 
nobce. Please review these deanng requirements and take appropnate 
act1on pnor to the annual Inspection date for your area Abatement of 
potential or existing hazards prior to the inspectron saves the Fue 
Department and yourself valuable money and time and insures a safer 
community. 

Brush ClearMce inspecllons are scheduled to begtn April 1 in the 
Antelope Valley, June 1 in the Coastal hea, Md May 1 tn all other 
areas. If hazardous hre conditions eXIst on your property at the time of 
Inspection, you will be ISSUed an Offiaal lnspectron Report which will 
mdicate existing VIolations and proVIde specific deanng mstructions and 
a compliance deadline. 

F11lure to comply With the Offiaallnspedlon Report ISSUed at the lime of 
the mspedlon Will result 1n the IITipOSibon of a S500 admtntstrallVe fine. 
An addlbonal $648 dlted assessment Will be added to your annual tax bdl 
as Item CO FIRE ABMT ENF to recover the Colxity of Los Angeles F~re 
Department costs related to the enforcement of the F1re Code. 
Additionally, 1f your parcel is Inspected or deared by the Agricultural 
ConvnJSSioner, an tnspedlon fee of $41 . 77 and the deartng costs Will be 
placed on your cmual tax bill as Item LA CO HAZ ABATE 

In most cases, it IS more cost effective to do the wor1< yourself or to hire a 
vendor to do the work. A vendor list is ava~lable at your local JUnsdlcttonal 
fire station. 

For additional informabon regarding specific dearing requirements, 
contact your local jurisdictional fire stabon or the Brush Clearance Unit at 
(626) 969-2375. 

NOTICE TO DESTROY HAZARDOUS BRUSH, DRY GRASS, WEEDS, 
COMBUSTIBLE GROWTH OR FLAM liABLE VEGETATION TO 

INCLUDE NATIVES AND ORNAMENTALS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ON ~ANUARY 
13, 2015 THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
Passed Of wil pus a reaolubon declllmg thai hazardous blush dry grass, ~s. combuslibla growth 
Of •~ wgalat100 lo IICble naiNIII and ~al yegelabon whele g~ upon Of 11 front of 
sad 1111p1owd p1operty as sped1C811y cle$cnbed by parcel number 11 lhe resollllon. to be a poleAbal 
fire hazard or nursance wluch upon mspecllon by the Counly of los Angeles Fwe Oeparbnenl 11 

venlled to be an exrshng hazard Of nUisance and volahon of the Counly F re Code pertammg lo 
clearance ol blush and wgelabve growth. must be remowd and lhe nursance abalod by lhe 
~nculural Commi$$IOMI and the oosl ol removll ••••sed upon lhe land In additiOn. the Board 
of Supent-s aulhouzed and drrecled the County of loa Angelea Frre Deparlmenl and 
the Agncultural Commrssroner lo reoowr th• oosla related lo lhe enbcement ol the In oode H 
property owne1s ha111ng obfeclron to the removal of brush, dry g1an, weeds, combushble growth 
or flam mabie vegelal ron rnctudrng nal rvea and ornamentals are hereby nolrfred thai I hey 
may allend a brush clearance referee hear11g (1) in the Antelope Valley at the LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY ADIIIINSTRATIVE BLDG., 335 A EAST AVE. K-10, LANCASTER, CA 
e353S, ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1i, 2015 AH:30A.II. or (21 

BRUSH CLEARANCE REFEREE AT 12300 LOWER 
AZUSA RD , ARCADIA , CA 91008-5872, ON 
FEBRUARY 18 , 2015 AT 9 :30 A.M.UNTIL NOON 
PROTESTS WHICH ARE NOT RESOLVED WILL BE 
SENT BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
when lhllr o1JtecbonS wrl be '-d and giV8II due oonsiderabon. lllhe property owner doe$ ool ~ 

10 pr- obflcllons to llle ptOpC*d r.-al ol Mzanlous bnlsll, dr, grass. .-Is. oombullblrl 
giOWI.h .. lllrnrnal* ........... 01 .. _, ol ... ~ and ......... DOllS. he/slle need 
1101 .,._ II lhe lbowe -.....1 IMMflg{s) 

FIRE CHIEF 

PAOPEFITY DEIC1IIPTIOM 

SEQN4 1081 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PREVENTION BUREAU 

BRUSH CLEARANCE UNIT 
605 N. ANGELENO AVENUE 

AZUSA, CA 91702-2904 
(626) 969-2375 

ANNUAL BRUSH CLEARANCE 
NOTICE 2015 



BRUSH CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Thousands of homes are in serious danger of destruction by fire because of their proximity to 
brush-covered areas. Homes with wood shake roofs, wood siding, decks, patio covers or exposed 
eaves are particularly vulnerable to the spread of fire. Despite efforts by firefighters, wildland tires 
fanned by strong winds, can destroy homes. It is your legal responsibility to take the necessary 
action to clear vegetation around any given structures. A fire safe landscape creates a defensible 
space to help protect against approaching wildfires. 

1. All flammable vegetation identified as a fire hazard by the inspection officer shall be 
mowed or cut to a stubble height of 3 inches, for 30 feet around any structure or so 
teet in high hazard areas (County of Los Angeles Fire Code 325.2.1 (2), 325.2.2). 

2. Thin remaining vegetation for the next 70 feet, for a total of 1 00 feet, around any 
structure by clearing, trimming, thinning, limbing up and removing flammable 
vegetation. For high hazard areas, this distance can be increased to a maximum 
of 200 feet (County of Los Angeles Fire Code 325.2.1 (2), 325.2.2). 

3. Specimen native trees, and shrubs are permissible, provided that they do not form a 
means of transmitting fire to any structure (County of Los Angeles Fire Code 
325.2.1 (2)). It is recommended that specimens shall be spaced a minimum of 15 
feet or 3 times their diameter from other specimens, structures or surrounding native 
brush. · 

4. Access roads shall be maintained with a minimum of 10 feet of brush clearance on 
each side. Fire access roads shall have an unobstructed vertical clearance to the 
sky. Trees overhanging fire access roads shall be maintained to provide adequate 
vertical clearance (County of Los Angeles Fire Code 325.10, 503.1.1 through 503.6). 

5. Provide a minimum of 3 feet of brush clearance around all fire hydrants (County of 
Los Angeles Fire Code 508.5.5) . 

6. It is required that all trees and shrubs shall be maintained free of dead wood and 
litter. Shrubs may be required to be trimmed up from the ground 1/3 of their height. 
Trees shall be trimmed up a minimum of 6 feet or 1/3 their height up to 40 feet, 
depending on surface fuels. 

7. Trees are best trimmed during dormancy or during the winter months. care should 
be taken when trimming trees during the spring as this is the nesting season for 
many species of birds. 

All plants will bum under extreme fire weather conditions. Fire resistant plants bum at a relatively 
low intensity, at slow rates of spread and with short flame lengths. To best protect your home from 
fire, it is recommended that fire resistant plants be used when landscaping. A list of these plants 
can be obtained through the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Brush aearance Unit, 
telephone number (626) 969-2375. 

BRUSH CLEARANCE MAINTENANCE IS A YEAR-ROUND RESPONSIBILITY 

MINIMUM DISTANCES REQUIRED 

EXTRA HAZARDOUS AREAS MAY REQUIRE 200 FEET OF CLEARANCE 

NOTE: Small lots may make these clMrance dlotanc., Impossible. 
You are only r.,ponsible to cl""r up lo your propeny lines. a ... rance 
of property adjacent lo your lot Is the responsibility of the adjacent 
proper)y owner. 

IF YOU ARE UNCLEAR AS TO THE CLEARANCE REQUESTED, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL RAE STATION 
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